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What is the Common Application?  

Connects applications to over 1,000 
member institutions in the U.S. and 
in 20 countries around the world.  

Apply to multiple schools using one 
application.  

ALL public baccalaureates in 
Washington State are now using 
Common Application!!! 



Ways to apply

• Check college’s admissions website 

• Common Applica&on 

• University of California / Cal State 
Applica&on 



Step-by-step guide 

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-
year-students



Sample Admissions Criteria

• Strong level of academic achievement 

• GPA

• Rigor of curriculum

• Essays/Personal Statement 

• Taken notable advantage of college preparatory 
courses

• Test Scores (rare) 

• Quality Senior Year

• Positive grade trends

• Meet academic requirements – CADR complete

• Extracurricular activities 

• Letters of Recommendation 

• Other factors/Personal characteristics 

Each college is different and can set 

admissions criteria in accordance with 

their own mission.



Common Data Set 



Parts of the 

application 



Invite 

Recommenders 

All colleges need things like official 
school forms. Many colleges will also 
ask for letters of recommendation.



Be sure to enter your “admission plan” 

What the student sees What the counselor sees 



Class Rank and 

GPA 

Email your counselor to get your class rank

GPA and Class Rank are UNWEIGHTED 



Essays and Personal Statements 



Essays and Personal Statements 

READ THE PROMPT 

CAREFULLY AND BE SURE TO 

ADDRESS THE QUESTION(S)

PAINT A PICTURE OF WHO 

YOU ARE

FOCUS ON A MOMENT BE GENUINE WRITE ABOUT SOMETHING 

THAT INTERESTS YOU! 



Essay 

writing tips 
• Compose using word processing 

then copy/paste into your 
application



Email 

Communication 
Tips


